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On Jan. 26, leaders of 4 million striking farmers warned that their protest would lead to hunger and
malnutrition nationwide unless the government implements higher prices for their crops. In the
words of Esteban Atalluco, leader of the Peruvian Peasant Confederation, "As food stocks dry up,
we will have the unpleasant surprise of not having the foreign exchange to import food and then we
will enter a very difficult stage marked by hunger and malnutrition." Jan. 26 marked the third day of
the strike. In the Loreto farming area of the Amazon, farmers and peasants stepped up pressure by
blockading highways, thereby preventing the flow of foodstuffs to the cities. Andres Luna, a senator
and Confederation leader, said that "starvation was closing in on country because of a 500,000 ton
shortfall in food production" during the current season. On Jan. 25, Economic and Finance Minister
Luis Alva warned that food shortages were imminent because farmers last year had planted 40%
less than in 1987. Confederation leaders have charged the government with spending millions of
dollars to import foodstuffs that they say could be produced domestically if farmers were given
sufficient incentives. According to Atalluco, in 1988 Peru imported 360 different types of agricultural
products, including garlic from Chile, rice from Pakistan, meat from New Zealand and wool from
South Africa. Ricardo Letts, secretary general of the National Agrarian Council Unit said that rice
would be the first domestic product to disappear from store shelves because the government still
owes rice producers $444,000. (Basic data from AFP, 01/27/89)
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